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The Downers Grove Economic Development Corporation is the official economic development and tourism partner of the Village 
of Downers Grove, Illinois. Since its founding in 2006, the DGEDC has been the economic engine of Downers Grove.

The DGEDC is a public/private partnership that promotes Downers Grove as a premiere global location for commercial retail 
and hospitality, industrial and office projects, as well as corporate headquarters relocations and expansions. The DGEDC also 
promotes a strong tourism industry in the Village through the Downers Grove Visitors Bureau, and collaborates with both County 
and State partners to attract more visitors to the Village.

The mission of the DGEDC is to enhance the economic vitality of the Village through the attraction, retention and expansion of 
business that is conducive to improving the quality of life in Downers Grove. 

The DGEDC:
	 • Cultivates a diverse local economy, and sustains a labor force for existing and prospective businesses
	 • Promotes and facilitates travel and entertainment spending in Downers Grove with an emphasis on overnight stays
	 • Facilitates the use of development tools and programs as identified in the Village’s Comprehensive Plan
	 • Identifies and promotes local, State and Federal incentive programs to assist with site selection and business 		
   	    development projects

The success of the DGEDC is due, in no small part, to the distinguished group of business and civic leaders who serve on our 
Board of Directors including Chairman Robert Fernandez, and Downers Grove Mayor Robert Barnett.  Bryan Gay is the President 
and CEO.

Let us know how we can help!  
Contact Wiktoria Wasik at 

630.729.0380 or 
wwasik@dgedc.com

We look forward to working with 
your company!

“As Mayor, I am making business retention and attraction 
one of my highest priorities.  The success of the Downers Grove 
Economic Development Corporation is critical to the health and 
vitality of our community.”
	 Robert Barnett	
	 Mayor, Village of Downers Grove
	 DGEDC Board of Directors
	

For more information please visit DGEDC.com
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Board of Directors 
Bryan Gay, President &CEO 

 
Chairman 
Robert Fernandez 
Partner, Latham & Watkins, LLP 
 

Vice Chairman 
Ken Malinowski 
President, Flavorchem 
 

Treasurer 
Lori Ritzert 
Senior Vice President-Business Banking, 
Community Bank of Downers Grove 
 

Secretary 
Theresa Schulz 
President/Managing Broker, Schulz Properties, Ltd. 
 

Directors 
Joshua Baker, O.D., M.S. 
President & CEO, Midwestern University 
 

Mike Baker 
Deputy Village Manager, Village of Downers Grove 
 

Robert Barnett 
Mayor, Village of Downers Grove 
 

Thomas Beckman 
Owner/Head Brewer, Goldfinger Brewing Company 
 

Dr. Joe Cassidy 
Assistant Provost, Workforce and Economic Development, 
College of DuPage 
 

Karyn Charvat 
Executive Director, PowerForward DuPage 
 

Mark Cosenza 
Senior Vice President, Inland Real Estate Acquisitions, Inc. 
 

Tony Dirks 
General Manager, PGA TOUR Superstore 
 

Mary Lynn Fayoumi,  
President & CEO, HR Source 
 

Dave Fieldman 
Village Manager, Village of Downers Grove 
 

Michael Gatto 
Principal, MG Investment LLC 
 

Chris Gilmartin 
Village Commissioner, Village of Downers Grove 
 

Chris Johnson 
CEO, Classic Cinemas 
 

John Luka 
President, Brook Capital Advisors 

Vick Mehta 
Principal, Indvestia Capital LLC 
 

Scott Miller 
Managing Director, Jones Lang LaSalle 
 

Gary Mori 
Partner, Hamilton Partners 
 

Fadi Osmano 
General Manager, DoubleTree Suites by Hilton 
 

Joseph Poquette 
Facilities Manager, Chemring Energetic Devices 
 

Eric Rhodes 
President, Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital 

 

Jennifer Schinke 
SVP District Manager – North,   
BankFinancial, A Division of First Financial Bank 
 

Lisa Schvach 
Executive Director, workNet DuPage 
 

Kristen Sheffield 
Executive Director, Parents Alliance Employment Project 
 

Jackie Ulaszek 
Managing Partner, Bold Insight 
 

Erin Venezia 
Executive Director, Downers Grove Downtown Management 
Corporation 
 

Rod Zamparo 
Vice President, ARCO/Murray 
 
Ex-Officio Directors 
John Curran 
Illinois State Senator, 41st District 
 

Marti Deuter 
Illinois State Representative, 45th District 
 

Bill McAdam 
Executive Director, Downers Grove Park District 
 

Dr. Kevin Russell 
Superintendent, Downers Grove Grade School District 58 
 

Dr. Hank Thiele 
Superintendent, Community High School District 99 
 

Amy Underwood 
Director, Downers Grove Sanitary District 
 

Yeena Yoo 
DuPage County Board Member, DuPage County 

 

5159 Mochel Downers Grove, IL 60515 630.729.0380 dgedc.com 
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